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olores Shaw remem- 
bers the first_ time 
she attended Bethel 
Community Church, 


in Washougal. 

It was 50 years ago, when 
she was @ student at 
Washougal Junior High 
School. A friend invited her to 
the church, and Shaw has 
been attending ever since. 

“The people are why I stay,” 
Shaw said. “It's where the 
Lord called me to minister.” 

Over the years, Shaw has 
served the church in various 
capacities, including book- 
keeper, deaconess, Sunday 
school teacher and the pas- 
tor’s secretary. She is also a 
five-time chairwoman of the 
women’s Christmas lun- 


“] felt there were ministries 
the Lord called me to,” Shaw 
said. “Involvement and com- 
mitment to a church is simi- 
lar to a commitment to an 
extended family.” 

Shaw attends Bethel with 
her husband, Richard, and 
her parents, Ken and Fay 
Rosencrans, are members of 
the congregation as well. 
With the passage of time, 
Shaw has noticed a definite 
shift in church music — from 
hymns and choruses to an 
abundance of more contem- 
porary praise music. 

Bethel Community 
Church, in existence since 
1888, is one of several historic 
churches that exist in the 
Camas-Washougal area. It is 
located at. 15th and “B” 
streets. 


Another congregation that 
has surpassed the centennial 
mark is St. John's 
Presbyterian. The church in 
downtown Camas recently 
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Fern Pralrie United Methodist Church is one of several local historic p 


tu 


“lt 


Continued from page Al 


marked 120 years. Originally 
located on Division Street, 
the church building was also 
used by members of baptist, 
methodist and evangelical 
congregations. 

“Even back then, this 
church had deep ecumenical 
roots, and that continues 
today,” said Kenneth 
Campbell, pastor of St. John’s 
for 3'% years. “In the summer 
now, we have “Worship in the 
Park,” — a joint ecumenical 
worship service with Zion 
Lutheran, St. — Anne's 
Episcopal, United Methodist 
of Camas and Chinese 
Methodist Fellowship.” 

Several members of St. 
John’s volunteer at the Inter- 
Faith Treasure House by 
serving on the board of direc- 
tors and volunteering at the 
thrift store and food bank. 
Some of the church members 
prepare and serve meals for 
the Share House homeless 
shelter in Vancouver, and the 
Lost and Found Café, at 
Camas Church of the 
Nazarene, 2204 N.E. Birch 


St. 

“To look at the history and 
to recognize the deep involve- 
ment that started the church, 
and to see people being faith- 
ful to that original call is 
deeply rewarding,” Campbell 
said. “We have a deep connec- 
tion to the historical church 
and to this community.” 

The church, however, has 
transitioned to keep up with 
contemporary culture as well, 
with a computer lab. 

“Classes are open to the 
publics so that folks can use 

asic software and get on the 
Internet,” Campbell said. 
“These classes are designed 
to help parents and grand- 
parents connect with their 
kids and grandkids.” 

‘The public is also invited to 
“Lunch Bunch” potlucks, held 
on the first Tuesday of each 
month, at noon. The meals 
include various speakers 
from throughout the commu- 
nity. 
The 250-member congrega- 

tion also supports several 
missionaries serving in Africa 
and India. 
St. John’s Presbyterian is 
“located at 1206 N:E: Birch St. 


Church, with her 

nts, Paul and Emma 
warz, since the age of 14. 
Now 77, Vogel attends the 
Washougal church with her 


husband of 56 years, Ruben. 

“My faith keeps me there,” 
Vogel said. “We've been a part 
of most everything that has 
taken place.” 

In addition to her partici- 
pation in the Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League, 
Vogel and Ruben are mem- 
bers of the Lutheran 
Layman’s League and they 
have taught Sunday school. 

Before the current church 
building was dedicated in 
1948 at 716 17th St. the St. 
Matthew congregation met at 
the International Order of 
Oddfellows hall, in downtown 
Camas. 

“The ladies always wore a 
hat,” Vogel said. “That is very 
different today. We dress a bit 
more casually today. 

“Friendships keep me com- 
ing back, along with my 
faith,” she added. “Visitors 
are always welcome to visit 
us and see for themselves.” 

The pastor of St. Matthew 
Lutheran Church is 
Lawrence Locke. 


Carabelle Hubbard has 
attended St. Anne's Episcopal 
Church since 1966. 

“T have a sense of loyalty to 
the other people,” she said. “I 
love those people. ['m very 
comfortable where I am, and 


_I feel that my brothers and 


sisters are there.” 

St. Anne's relocated to its 
current location at 2350 “B" 
St., Washougal, in 1959. It 
has since been renovated, 
and several classrooms and a 
nursery school have been 
added. 

The nursery school room is 
referred to as Hubbard Hall, 
in honor of Carabelle’s moth- 
er and stepfather, Olive and 
George Hubbard. 

Carabelle, 69, attends St. 
Anne’s with her husband, 
Donald “Bing” Hubbard. 

“Today you can go to 
church in your casual 
clothes,” she said. “In the mid 
60s, the women generally 
wore hats to church.” 


The building that houses 
St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic 
Church, at 324 N.E. Oak St., 
was dedicated in 1950. 

Records indicate the first 
Catholic Church in Camas 
was s' in 1881. 

Claudia Heacock, 66, has 
been a member of the 
gation for most of her life. 

“The people there are the 
salt of the earth,” she said. 
“They are the most wonderful 
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The sanctuary inside St. Anne's Episcopal Church, in 
Washougal, features several stained glass windows that were 
designed by Marion Hall and created by Kaye Masco. The 
windows were dedicated in 1987, in honor of church founder 


Charles K. Bishop. 


friendly people. I also choose 
to be there because of the 
spiritual feeding.” 

Heacock’s father, Walter 
Coby, served as the head of 
the building committee. 

“The guys in the Knights of 
Columbus — they really built 
the church from the ground 
up,” Claudia said. “Max and 
George Schmid, Ed Peshon 
and Leonard Herber literally 
built it. Essentially the 
parishioners built — the 
church.” 


Washougal United 
Methodist Church was 
founded in 1899. Formerly 
located at 24th and “B” 
streets in downtown 
Washougal, the church is 
now at 4020 “M" St. 

The church moved to its 
present site in 1970, accord~ 
ing to Gene Cotton, chairman 
of the church's board of 
trustees. 

Scott Harrison serves as 
the pastor of Washougal 
United Methodist. 

“There's not any difference 
with it being a historic con- 
gregation,” he said. “We 
struggle with issues that peo- 
ple live with everyday — life 
and death, hope, children’s 
concerns, world peace and 
peace in our community.” 


The congregation at Fern 
Prairie United Methodist will 


celebrate the beginning of its 
13 1st year in 2004. 

“The current congregation 
refuses to make i( a historic 
site,” said Pastor Phil 
Harder. “We have an ongoing 
living history. That's what 
makes it exciting. The folks 
there currently don't see it as 
a museum or as a historical 
location.” 

Harder said the legacy of 
the 35-member congregation 
is “a commitment to mission 
work in local and worldwide 
communities.” 

An example of that is the 
recent financial support of an 
adoption of a 9-year-old girl 
from Congo, The youth. 
Gracia, has become part of 
the family for Nathan 
Reynolds and his wife, Jilma 
Meneses, 

Fern Prairie United 
Methodist is located at 26112 
N.E. Brunner Road. 

Additional —_ information 
about historical churches in 
the area is available at the 
Two Rivers Heritage 
Museum. The museum, locat- 
ed at 001-16th St, in 
Washougal, is open Tuesday 
through Saturday, from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Admission is $3 
for adults, $2 for senior citi- 
zens, and $1 for students 
ages 5 and older, 

‘The museum will be closed 
on Christmas Eve, Christmas 
Day and New Year's Day. For 
more information, call 835- 
8742. 


